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be glad to seek by all means yon can devise for your deliverance either with
force or with any commodities within my ships, which I will not spare for your
sakes, or anything else I can do for you.
After telling them that he has some natives on board whom he
would exchange, he proceeds,
Moreover you may declare unto them that if they deliver yon not I will
not leave a man alive in their country. And thus, if one of you can come to
speak with me, they shall have either the man woman or child in pawn for
you, and thus unto God, whom I trust you do serve, hi haste I leave you,
and to Him we will daily pray for you , . . Yours to the uttermost of my
power, Martin Frobisher*
An appetite for farther knowledge now existed throughout the
land, and eager enquirers were demanding information as to the
voyages of the navigators and the riches of the new-found lands.
In 1577, a new edition of Eden's Decades of the Newe Worlde
appeared under the title of The History o/Travayle in the West
and East Indies, and other countreys lying either way towards
the fruitfull and ryche Holuccaes...witli a discourse ofth& North-
west Passage. It was augmented and finished by Richard Willes,
who says that he was moved to place in an orderly mami or what
Eden had 'confusely gyven out* He omitted some things which he
thought superfluous, and added to the three decades of Peter
Martyr, and to the fourth, which is given under another title, four
others, besides including many additional accounts of voyages
relating to Japan and the Guinea coast, Muscovy voyages and
travels, the exploits of Magellan and the explorations of Sebastian
Cabot The most interesting of his additions is his argument
regarding the projected passage by the north-west. First, he gives
the arguments advanced against the project, and then attempts to
show the reasonableness of it. 'M. Frobisher's prosperous voyage
and happy returne wyl absolutely decide these controversies/
Eden and Willes were the precursors of Hakluyt, and lived in
a time when many seamen were leaving our ports to penetrate
the mysteries of the unknown world. Hakluyt's first book
a voyage of discovery to America, was published in 1582, and
he issued a new edition of Peter Martyr's De Orbe Novo in
1587. He was preparing himself then for his great work. The
imperial imagination was stirred, and the importance of colonising
and developing the new-found lands was in all men's minds.
Ralegh received his charter of colonisation m 1584, and three
expeditions were despatched to the new colony to which he gave
the name of Virginia. la the introduction to the second book